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people living in the Russian Empire. A movement set in for
purifying the Turkish language from Persian and Arabic words,
and for adopting words and names derived from Turanian
roots. The Turanian idea, however, was incompatible with that
of an Ottoman Nation, based on equality of all races, and, in
particular Young Turk policy led to the growth of estrangement
between Turks and Arabs. The efforts to save the Empire were
thwarted by wars which ended in its ruin. After the World
War the Ottoman Empire was dismembered, and the peace
terms of the Allies even menaced the integrity of Turkish territory
and the whole national future of the Turks. General Mustapha
Kemal Pasha organized victorious resistar.ee to these claims,
seized power, and then set out to create a national State on entirely
new foundations.
This policy began with the ethnic unification of the State
by expulsion of all elements considered as alien, and by the
reception of kindred immigrants expelled from the Balkans.1 It
is significant, however, that the criterion of what was alien and
kindred was still religion. Turkey expelled the Christians, even
if speaking Turkish only, and the Balkan nations expelled the
Moslem, even if speaking Slavic or Greek only. Soon, however,
the Turkish reformers more and more discarded religious institu-
tions and traditions from political life. The millets disappeared
as also the Capitulations, the people was declared Sovereign,
the self-determination of the Arabs was recognized, and Ankara
became the capital instead of Constantinople. The Caliphate,
which implied the duty of defending Islam and which still
appealed to the feelings of millions of Moslems outside Turkey,
especially in India, was abolished. In the mosques Turkish
replaced the sacred Arabic language, the Koran was translated
into Turkish, and the purification and Turanization of the
language was continued. Arabic script gave way to Latin
script, which meant a great saving of time in the learning of
the art of reading and writing. The fez, which had become
a symbol of religious conservatism, was abolished and the Euro-
pean custom of wearing hats introduced. Law was completely
emancipated from religion, the Swiss civil code and other foreign
with their hypocritical Koran, denationalized and weakened them> and prevented in
this way the building up of a great Turkish world empire, extending over tiie whole of
Asia and Europe. His theories show an affinity to Nietzsche's praise of the ruthless
warrior, the wonderful " blond beast " and his contempt of Christianity. Cahun*s
ideas mightily appealed to the Turkish intelligentsia and laid the foundations of
Pan-Turanianism. Of. Ostrorog, p. 56,
1 Cf. C Macartney, National States and National Minorities, 1934, p. 433, where the
exchange of minorities after the last war is described and criticized.